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VOCABULARY 
 

1. Brace(verb) 

 Meaning; To prepare for something bad, such as an impact or blow. 

  
 Synonyms: fortify 

 Antonyms: drain 

  

2. Stymie (verb) 

 Meaning; An obstacle or obstruction. 

  
 Synonyms: hinder, obstruct 

 Antonyms: assist, allow 

  

3. Leery (adjective) 

 Meaning; Cautious, suspicious 

  
 Synonyms: suspicious, dubious 

 Antonyms: confidential, clear 
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4. Reticence (noun) 

 Meaning; a silent and reserved nature 

  
 Synonyms: reluctance 

 Antonyms: frankness 

  

5. Gargantuan (adjective) 

 Meaning; Huge; immense; tremendous 

  
 Synonyms: enormous, gigantic 

 Antonyms: small, minute 

  

6. Ensconce (verb) 

 Meaning; To place in a secure environment. 

  
 Synonyms: establish, install 

 Antonyms: displace, abolish 

  

7. Usurp (verb) 

 Meaning; To seize power from another, usually by illegitimate means. 

  
 Synonyms: seize, expropriate 

 Antonyms: give, surrender 
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