
Revoltof1857

Thesimmeringdiscontentamongthedifferentclassesburstintheform ofaviolentstorm in

1857whichshooktheBritishEmpireinIndiatoitsveryfoundations.Itwasthefirstexpression

oforganisedresistanceagainsttheBritishEastIndiaCompany.

ItbeganasarevoltofthesepoysoftheBritishEastIndiaCompany’sarmybuteventuallyturned

intoapopularrevolt.

TheIndianrevoltof1857isknownbyseveralnames:theSepoyMutiny(bytheBritish

Historians),theIndianMutiny,theGreatRebellion(bytheIndianHistorians),theRevoltof1857,

theIndianInsurrection,andtheFirstWarofIndependence(byVinayakDamodarSavarkar).

CausesofRevoltof1857

EconomicCause

Peasantsandzamindarswereangeredbytheheavytaxesonlandandtheunpopularrevenue

settlementfollowedbytheCompany.

Manyamongthesegroupswereunabletomeettheheavyrevenuedemandsandrepaytheir

loanstomoneylenders,eventuallylosingthelandsthattheyhadheldforgenerations.This

resultintoruralindebtedness.

Largenumbersofsepoysbelongedtothepeasantryclassandhadfamilytiesinvillages,sothe

grievancesofthepeasantsalsoaffectedthem.

AftertheIndustrialRevolutioninEngland,therewasaninfluxofBritishmanufacturedgoods

intoIndia,whichruinedindustries,particularlythetextileindustryofIndiaandthusresultinginto

massunemployment.Britishrulebroughtmiserytotheartisansandhandicraftspeople.

PoliticalCause

BritishexpansionthroughtheDoctrineofLapseanddirectannexationcausedresentment

amonglargenumberofIndianrulersandchiefs.

RaniLakshmiBai’sadoptedsonwasnotpermittedtositonthethroneofJhansi.

TheannexationofAwadhbyLordDalhousieonthepretextofmaladministrationleftthousands

ofnobles,officials,retainersandsoldiersjobless.ThismeasureconvertedAwadh,aloyalstate,

intoahotbedofdiscontentandintrigue.



MilitaryCauses

IndiansepoyswereconsideredinferiortoBritishsoldiers.TheywerepaidlessthanaEuropean

sepoyofthesamerank.

Theywererequiredtoserveinareasfarawayfrom theirhomes.

In1856LordCanningissuedtheGeneralServicesEnlistmentActwhichrequiredthatthe

sepoysmustbereadytoserveeveninBritishlandacrossthesea.

SocialandReligiousCause

TherapidlyspreadingWesternCivilisationinIndiawasalarmingconcernsalloverthecountry.

Anactin1850allowedaHinduwhohadconvertedintoChristianitytoinherithisancestral

properties.

ThepeoplewereconvincedthattheGovernmentwasplanningtoconvertIndianstoChristianity.

Theabolitionofpracticeslikesatiandfemaleinfanticide,andthelegislationlegalizingwidow

remarriage,werebelievedasthreatstotheestablishedsocialstructure.

ImmediateCause

TheRevoltof1857inIndiaeventuallybrokeoutovertheincidentofgreasedcartridges.

Arumourspreadthatthecartridgesofthenewenfieldriflesweregreasedwiththefatofcows

andpigs.

Beforeloadingtheseriflesthesepoyshadtobiteoffthepaperonthecartridges.

BothHinduandMuslim sepoysrefusedtousethem.

Revoltof1857leaders

Differentleadersledtherevoltlocally.Majoramongstthem included:



Lucknow Begum HazratMahal

Kanpur NanaSaheb

Delhi BahadurShahII

Jhansi LakshmiBai

Bihar KunwarSingh

Revoltof1857Effects

ItresultedintodirectruleoftheBritishCrown.ThiswasannouncedbyLordCanningataDurbar

inAllahabadinaproclamationissuedon1November1858inthenameoftheQueen.

TheIndianadministrationwastakenoverbyQueenVictoria,which,ineffect,meanttheBritish

Parliament.

Administrativechangeswereintroduced:theGovernorGeneral’sofficewasreplacedbythatof

theViceroy.TherightsofIndianrulerswererecognised.

TheDoctrineofLapsewasabolished.Therighttoadoptsonsaslegalheirswasaccepted.

Militaryreorganisation:theratioofBritishofficerstoIndiansoldiersincreasedbutthearmoury

remainedinthehandsoftheEnglish.ItwasarrangedtoendthedominanceoftheBengalarmy.

Religioustolerance:itwaspromisedanddueattentionwaspaidtothecustomsandtraditions

ofIndia.

Thoughtherevoltfailedtoachievethedesiredgoal,itsowedtheseedsofIndiannationalism.

Revoltof1857-FAQs



Q.Wholedtherevoltof1857from Lucknow?

Ans.Begum HazratMahalledtherevoltfrom Lucknow.

Q.Didtherevoltof1857spreadthroughoutthecountry?

Ans.No,thetherevoltwaslimitedintheNorthernIndiainpartsofUP,Bihar,BengalandDelhi.

Q.WhowasGovernorgeneralduringtherevoltof1857?

Ans.LordCanningwasthegovernorgeneralduringtherevoltof1857.

Q.OnwhatgroundAwadhwastakenoverbytheBritishers?

Ans.Ongroundofmaladministration.


